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MUSIC IN WORSHIP SERIES

"The Sound of the Church:
Diversity in Worship"

"Our worship grows richer when our hearts grow wider."

THIS WEEK'S BIG IDEA

Worship is bigger than personal preference. Scripture shows us a vision of the redeemed community as
multilingual, multi-ethnic, and multi-generational — a choir of "every nation, tribe, people, and language."

That future shapes the way we worship today.

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

Revelation 7:9-12 (ESV)

9 After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12
saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our

God forever and ever! Amen."

Additional text to read: Acts 2:1-11

FOUR THINGS TO HOLD ONTO
1. Heaven's worship is diverse. A choir of every nation, tribe, people, and language — this is the

Church's future and our present calling.

2. Diversity forms humility. When we engage with worship that isn't "for us," we grow in love beyond

preference.
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3.

Diversity expands our imagination of God. Different cultures highlight different aspects of God — joy,

lament, reverence, celebration.

Diversity strengthens unity. We sing together not because we share the same taste, but because we

worship the same Lord.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How does Revelation's vision challenge your personal worship preferences?
What can we learn from worship traditions different from our own?

Have you ever encountered God through a musical style you didn't expect?
How might our congregation reflect the global Church more fully?

What helps you stay open to unfamiliar worship expressions?

Take-Away Reflection

This week, consider:

Listen to one worship song from a cultural tradition different from your own.
Receive it as a gift from the global Church.

"Lord, teach us to love the sound of Your Church.

Make us humble, curious, and united.

Shape our worship to look more like heaven. Amen."
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